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LYNN DAVIS
at the National Museum of Archaeology, Venice
Modern Views of Ancient Treasures

Curated by Marco Meneguzzo

Opening Friday 21st September 2012, 5.30 p.m. 

The exhibition will run from 22nd September 2012 until 13th January 2013

Lynn Davis is considered one of the most refined photographers on the American scene. A 
student of Berenice Abbot, one of photography's myths, and a friend of Robert 
Mapplethorpe, the "maudit" photographer in the New York limelight in the 1980s, Lynn 
Davis will be making her bow in Venice with one of her most refined series of large 
photographs, all centred on the epiphany of places sacred to humanity: monumental tombs 
in the middle of the desert, temples rising up like stalagmites from the plains, and hieratic 
figures emerging from the mountains. These are the images that the photographer prefers 
today in her constant search for a place "outside time", one that can transmit to humanity - 
today as much as yesterday - a sense of the absolute.Because of this, to exhibit in this 
archaeological museum has a double significance as the photos do not simply enter into a 
relationship with the spectators' eyes, but they also relate with the remains conserved in the 
museum. These, ideally, are part of Lynn Davis's interests, both as objects in themselves - 
often they are funeral monuments with celebrative statuary - and as memory-objects of the 
far-sighted collectors who, beginning with the Renaissance priests Domenico and Giovanni 
Grimani in the sixteenth century, contributed to the collection of antiques in the Venice 
Archaeological museum. To quote the words of the curator, Marco Meneguzzo: In an essay 
written at the beginning of the third millennium, Marc Augé wrote one of those beautiful 
and evocative definitions that have become nostalgic images. In short, he says that 
history has both bequeathed and donated "ruins", while the glamorization  of the 
present day only leaves "debris": "Recent history's accumulated debris and the ruins 
left from the past have nothing in common". This idea seems to me to be the best way 
to start looking at this particular aspect of Lynn Davis' work, with the silent presence of 
the Roman statues in the Venice archeological museum in the background. [...] 
However, in the works under discussion here, there are decidedly strong, collateral 
elements which are evident and universally evoked - for instance, the desert, implying 
journeying; or ruins, which speak to us about time - and which stand side by side with 
form and history to become the image's co-protagonist and create a "life of forms" 
behind the form itself.
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