ARTHUR DUFF

CONFUSE ME FOR SOMEONE WHO GIVES A F*%K
WITH A TEXT BY ALBERTO FIZ

Dad is masking - skincare, 2021
polyester rope on painted iron frame, 70 x 70 cm

Dad is masking - beautydemon, 2021
polyester rope on painted iron frame, 70 x 70 cm

OPENING
9 OCTOBER 9, 2021 AT 11 A.M.
(BY INVITATION)

Starting on October 11, 2021, Studio la Città presents a solo
show by Arthur Duff with the provocative title: Confuse me
for someone who gives a f*%k, accompanied by a text by
Alberto Fiz.

EXHIBITION PERIOD
OCTOBER 11 – NOVEMBRE 27, 2021

OPENING HOURS

The German-born artist with American parents but Italian by
adoption, in addition to his well-known "knotted
compositions", will be presenting a series of new works in
which he experiments with different techniques and
combinations.
In this exhibition at Studio La Città, Arthur Duff's work is
presented in its full scope through knots, embroidery, neon
and a series of 90 small paintings made during lockdown.

MONDAY 2 - 6 P.M.
TUESDAY / FRIDAY 9 - 13 AND 14 - 18
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 1 P.M.
ACCESS TO THE EXHIBITION AND GUIDED
TOURS BY RESERVATION ONLY
MANDATORY GREEN PASS

VENUE
STUDIO LA CITTÀ, LUNGADIGE
GALTAROSSA 21, 37133 VERONA

The continuous flux of research becomes energy and action.
Threads of art acquire a new configuration, questioning a
priori and formal logics. In this regard, each of Duff's new
works appears surprising, even though it develops
coherently within an autonomous and instantly recognizable
aesthetic. Moreover, Arthur refuses to be standardized and
the relentless work emanating from his flow of thoughts is
incorporated into a personal database of images and words
which are waiting to be decrypted.
In this abundant display (Duff said he was caught up in a
very prolific creative phase) some of his previous works
have been updated to incorporate new forms and
meanings. An old frame from 2005, exhibited during
ArtBasel and never exhibited again, is here assembled and
superimposed on a new structure of over 3 metres. Scatter
Cadaver, a neon sign covered in polyester sheathing,
unusually occupies the entire drawing room of the gallery.
Gas Light, a work created by Arthur Duff in 2012, also has a
new look: the neon-written words, drawn from the trace of a
projection on the floor, are now suspended and anchored
high up in the corners of two walls. Through this new
arrangement and the parallax phenomenon, the closer the
viewer gets to the work, the more the letters will align,
creating a particular sense of alienation.
In the end, in my works, there is no defined in front or behind. In
this regard, I try to question some of the perceptive mechanisms
underlying the modalities in which we relate to reality.
Among the works that Arthur Duff has created for this
occasion, two series stand out. These are the result of the
creative freedom experienced by the artist during the
lockdown, a time of restrictions but at the same time of
great invective. Duff has returned to the spontaneity
inherent in painting, creating about 90 post-it notes,
mounted on Plexiglass supports, and whose shapes can
recall those of helmets or tribal masks. Alongside this series,
the exhibition includes a number of embroideries on
camouflage canvases, this time embedded in plywood
supports in fluorescent colours, glossed up with traditional
car paint.

ARTHUR DUFF
Born in Wiesbanden in 1973, after
living in the United States, his
parents' homeland, Korea,
Germany and Japan, he settled in
Italy. He currently lives and works
in Vicenza and teaches at the
Accademia di Belle Arti in Venice
and Boston University.
Since the late nineties he has been
present as a visual artist in the
Italian and international
contemporary art scene. In 2010
he won the 2% prize at MACRO in
Rome with the ROPE project. In
recent years he has created
numerous works on an urban
scale, participating in various
collective exhibitions including: La
Finestra sul Cortile. Scorci di
collezioni private, at the GAM in
Milan in 2017, The Muse, at the
Whanki Museum in Seoul in 2016,
Temi & Variazioni, Scrittura e Spazio
at the Peggy Guggenheim
Collection in Venice in 2011, La
parola nell'arte. Avant-Garde
Research in the 20th Century. From
Futurism to Today through the
Collections of the Mart, at the
Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art of Trento and
Rovereto in 2007.

IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE CURRENT
REGULATIONS, ACCESS TO ALL EVENTS

The works are the result of a personal reflection during the
intense period of the pandemic, a moment in which I
understood more clearly than ever, that my condition, although
constrained by circumstances, was privileged.

WILL BE ALLOWED ONLY TO PEOPLE WITH
A GREEN PASS WHICH WILL BE
REQUESTED AND CHECKED AT THE
ENTRANCE TOGETHER WITH A VALID
IDENTITY DOCUMENT.

For further information and images, please write to:
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