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The season 2022-23 of Studio la Città inaugurates
with an exhibition featuring new works by Hiroyuki
Masuyama. 
The artist returns to Italy with an unprecedented series
realised with a special carving technique, dedicated to
the fleeting nature of time.
The exhibition, titled Playing with Shadows, will take
place in Verona from 24 September 2022 in one of the
gallery rooms with a selection of 7 works composed
of cut and superimposed layers of tracing paper
and 5 coloured C-prints. VENUE

STUDIO LA CITTÀ, LUNGADIGE
GALTAROSSA 21
37133 VERONA, IT



With this series of works, Masuyama reinterprets the
theme of the 'tempus fugit', which is very dear to him,
having as his subjects flowers and their caducity. 
The shadows of magnolias, dahlias, tulips, peonies and
lilies are drawn day after day on tracing paper, to be
then skilfully and patiently cut out in every detail and
presented in a chronological sequence recording their
life cycle until their withering. 
Likewise, in the floral photographs (Lambda Prints on
Dibond) the artist juxtaposes the layers of different
coloured shots, resulting in an image with intentionally
blurred outlines, reminiscent of a timelapse of
photograms, from the budding to the withering of the
plant. The contraction of time within space has been
one of the core elements of Masuyama's artistic
production since the late 1990s when, by assembling
hundreds of photographs, the artist sought to
condense the succession of seasons, the phases of
human life or the stages of a journey, in his well-known
lightboxes. 
In this case, however, a shift occurs by simplifying
subjects: these are no longer detailed landscapes, but
flowers of which only the shadows remain in order to
make their changes more visible.
As Marco Meneguzzo wrote for the artist’s last solo
exhibition at Studio la Città in 2019: [...] "Masuyama has
always kept a diary and his work "is" a diary, of which all
the pages can be seen at the same time, as if they were
transparent.”
As never before, the exhibited pieces are imbued with
nature, whose changes closely intertwine with the fate
of our world, of which the human being is only a part. 

For further information:
Marta Fraccarolo - Press Office, Studio la Città
+39 045597549 | ufficiostampa@studiolacitta.it

HIROYUKI MASUYAMA

Hiroyuki Masuyama was born
in Tsukuba, Japan in 1968. He
studied art at the Tokyo
National University of Fine Arts
and Music and then he moved
to Düsseldorf, Germany, where
he attended the Academy of
Fine Arts and later the
Kunsthochschule für Medien
in Cologne. Today he lives and
works in Düsseldorf. His works
can be found in important
private and public collections:
Kunsthalle Hamburg,
Kunsthaus Zürich / Quandt
Haus, Bad Homburg UBS,
Zurich, Switzerland Gertsch
Museum, Switzerland
Montblanc Hamburg, DKV
Münchner Rück, Kunsthalle
Bremen, Pommersches
Landesmuseum Greifswald, to
name a few. The artist has also
participated in several awards,
always ranking in the top
three: Epson Color Imaging
Contest, Canon Digital
Creators Contest, Art Bahn
Düsseldorf. Hiroyuki
Masuyama's works were
shown for the first time in Italy
by Studio la Città in Verona in
2002.
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